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this incident, in the garbhagriha itself, an idol of Markandeyar
is seen.
The presence of the idol of Kaveri matha in the garbhagriha
has an interesting story behind it. Once upon a time, Agastiya
maharishi is said to have requested Kaveri to marry him. She
refused. The rishi then imprisoned her in his kamandalam. Lord
Vinayaka who was watching this decided to help Kaveri. When
the rishi kept the kamandalam, with Kaveri imprisoned in it, on
the ground, Vinayaka took the form of a crow, dashed against the
kamandalam and pushed the kamandalam down. Immediately,
the water from kamandalam started flowing eastwards at a
fast pace. The rishi got angry at seeing Kaveri fleeing from
his kamandalam. He cursed that the region through which
she flowed should cause a lot of hardship to all the people
residing in that area. Kaveri felt sad that because of her, the
innocent people should suffer. She therefore started praying to
Perumal Devadirsgan. In course of time, God appeared before
her and blessed her. Hence it is that the idol of Kaveri is seen
in the garbhagriha in a suplicating pose with one leg folded and
another kneeling on the ground (mandi itta pose).
This town is also the birth place of the great Tamil poet
Kamban. In the temple, to the left of the dwajasthamba, there
is a sannidhi where idols of a man and that of a woman can be
seen. It is said that these idols are those of Kavi Chakravarthi
Kamban and his wife. About a furlong from the temple, there
is a big raised open space. It is about 15' in height. It is referred
to even today as 'Kamban Medu'Le. Kamban heights. A few
years ago, the Archaelogical Deprtment conducted excavations
around this Kamban medu and discovered gold and copper coins.
Out of these three copper coins ana one gold coin are displayed
in the temple office even today. ",n the month of Panguni,
when the Hastha star is in the ascendant, the Kamban festival
which lasts for three days is celebrated with a lot of fanfare by
the Aamaruviappan kofl authorities. Kamban also, out of an
understandable attachment to his birth place, referred to this
place in his Kamba Ramayanam in Yuddha Kandam Nagapasa
Padalam when he uses the following words: